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INTRODUCTION 
 

This little check list is a preliminary attempt to list the large numbers of projectors made 

by Siegmund Lubin from the time he entered the field of animated pictures in 1896  to 

the time he exited in 1916. This is not an attempt to write a history of his work as this has 

already being excellently penned by Mr. Joseph P. Eckhardt in his seminal work The 

King of the Movies ï Film Pioneer Siegmund Lubin, Teaneck, New Jersey, 1997, which I 

highly recommend. 
 

This check list is divided into four sections:  
 

Section I, 1896-1899, covers the very early period not only of his early primitive 

projectors but the early period of the cinema itself of which he was a very important part 

of. 
 

Section II, 1899-1903, Lumiere Type, covers his sojourn in Berlin (where he had lived 

earlier in his life) when his Lawyers advised him to leave the country in fear of being 

jailed due to the Law Suite bought against him by Thomas Edison in his attempt to 

control the movie industry in the United States. 
 

Section III, Wood front, no wood on the sides 
 

Section IV, 1903-1908(?), covers the period of his wooden case projectors. 
 

Section V, 1907-1916 (?) covers the period of his final projectors, the Underwriters 

Model which was all metal.  
 

Section VI, some Lubin cameras 
 

Section VII Lubin patents 
 

Section VIII Bibliography 
 

In looking at this book it should be obvious to all that this listing would not have been 

possible was it not for the archives of Carey Williams, the Dean of movie projector 

collectors. And I wish here to thank him for his kindness and the openness of his help and 

encouragement not only for this little book but for all his help in the totality of my work. 
 

I wish to also thank Joseph P. Eckhardt, author of The King of the Movies ï Film Pioneer 

Siegmund Lubin the definitive work on the life and work of Siegmund Lubin. 
 

And of course I cannot forget George C. Hall a very erudite scholar of the early cinema 

and of the cinema in Arizona in particular. 
 

Soterios Gardiakos 

May 5, 2010 
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LUBIN PROJECTORS 
 

 
 

This was probably the first Lubin projector made by Lubin with the help of Francis 

Jenkins. The Stand is very similar to the one used by the Armat Vitascope  
 

RAY BRYAN FILES, Museum of the Moving Image, Astoria, New York 
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LUBIN PROJECTORS  
 

 

 
 

Lubin Cineograph 1896 model, this was most likely also made with the help of Francis 

Jenkins and is probably a copy of the Phantoscope, note the colt light housing 

 

 

RAY BRYAN FILES, Museum of the Moving Image, Astoria, New York 
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SPOOLBANK CINEOGRAPH  

 

 
 

Lubin Cineograph 1897 spoolbank 

 

RAY BRYAN FILES, Museum of the Moving Image, Astoria, New York 
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CINEOGRAPH  
 

 
 

Lubin Cineograph 1897 model 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles Musser, THE EMERGENCE OF CINEMA ï THE AMERICAN SCREEN TO 

1907, Berkeley 1990, page 168 
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1898 SPOOLBANK CINEOGRAPH  

 

 
 

Lubin Cineograph 1898 model 

From a reprint of a 1898 Lubin catalog 

Notice the ñfilm Boxò used to contain the film as it runs continuously, this was Lubinôs 

answer to Edisonôs Spoolbank mechanism which was open to the air system of pulleys, 

versus the Lubin film box that does the same job, but sits under the projector and is 

enclosed. 
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1898 CINEOGRAPH  
 

 
 

Lubin Cineograph 1898 model 

From a reprint of a 1898 Lubin catalog 
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1898 CINEOGRAPH  
 

 
 

Lubin Cineograph 1898 model 

From a reprint of a 1898 Lubin catalog 
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1898 CINEOGRAPH 
 

 
 

Joseph P. Eckhardt The King of the Movies, page 23 
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1898 CINEOGRAPH  

 

 
 

1898 Lubin Cineograph and stereopticon combined. The Jack Judson Collection at the 

Magic Lantern Castle Museum San Antonio, Texas 

 

 

 

 



 17 

CINEOGRAPH PROJECTIONIST  

 

 
 

Projectionist operating a Cineograph accompanied with a gramophone for sound. 

Courtesy Carey Williams
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II  

LUMIERE TYPE 

1899-1903 
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1899 LUMIERE TYPE  CINEOGRAPH 
 

 
 

1899 Cineograph from a Lubin catalog 

 
 
The following article (next page)  appeared in the January 1899 issue of 

The Phonoscope, a Monthly Jour nal devoted to Scientific and Amusement 
Inventions appertaining to Sound and Sight. The year 1899 was certainly 

the cutoff date of the spoolbank as far as Lubinõs Cineograph was 
concerned. I think this was probably very close to the time when the 
spoolbank  must have ceased being manufactured by all other projector 

makers as well. I have always believed that the era of the spoolbank was 
very short, and I believe this confirms my belief. I am very thankful to 
George C. Scott for this most important article as  well as so much other 

information he has shared with me.  
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1899 LUMIERE TYPE  CINEOGRAPH  

 
The Phonoscope, Vol . III No. 1 , January 1899  

Courtesy George C. Hall 
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1899 LUMIERE TYPE  CINEOGRAPH  

 

 
 

Der Komet 1899, The King of the Movies, page 32 

Joseph P. Eckhardt collection 
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LUBINôS CINEOGRAPH & FILM ï FABRIK G.m.b.H.  

 

 
 

End of 1901/beginning of 1902 

Courtesy Filmmuseum Potsdam 
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1901 LUMIERE TYPE  CINEOGRAPH  
 

 
 

1901 Cineograph 

Courtesy Carey Williams 
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LUMIERE TYPE CINEOGRAPH  

 

 
 

Patent 645,9489 used for Lumiere type projectors 
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LUMIERE TYPE CINEOGRAP H 

 

 
 

Patent 645,9489 used for Lumiere type projectors 
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III  

WOODEN FRONT 
(No wood on sides) 

1902-1903 



 28 

1902 CINEOGRAPH  WOOD FRONT 
 

 
 

1902 Cineograph 

Courtesy Carey Williams 


