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INTRODUCTION  

 

 

Ever since I can remember I collected ñthingsò, all kind of ñthingsò.  

 

My father, Spero, was a master watch maker and jeweler and he had every kind of tool, 

everything from antique to modern needed and not needed to ply his profession. Most of 

his tools are still in our house in Kalamata, Greece. I cannot part with them. They serve 

no useful purpose packed in boxes. Yet they are still there. 

 

My Mother, Chrysoula, was the same way. She saved most everything that came to her. 

Everything from books, 78 rpm records, old tools, kitchen and household apparatus to 

keys and locks. I loved buying old things to give my mother to add to her unusual 

collection. Above all she liked to collect and nurture plants, all kinds, from common to 

exotic. She had a green thumb; everything she touched grew and flourished. 

 

My wife, Irlanda, is a collector as well. She loves collecting books, furniture, art, and 

whatever may suit her fancy at the time. This has been very fortunate for me as I so often 

hear from men ñOh, I canôt buy this, my wife wont let me bring it in the houseò, how sad. 

 

In May 5,1997, My good friend Hally Haight Sr. whose family was the first to settle what 

is now Naperville, here in Illinois, told me ñI bet you donôt have a movie theatre 

projectorò I replied that I did not. He told me that a friend of his had recently acquired 

such an item and wanted to sell it right away. I immediately went to see it, it was a 

disaster, but it attracted me, I bought it for $50.00, took it home and proceeded to remove 

the rust and to clean it up. I immediately started doing research on what at the time was 

an unusual ñthingò in my possession. I soon tracked down two projectionists, Paul 

Dorobialski and Don Hegelson whose help made it possible to return this Simplex 

projector (serial number 1050) to full functionality. 

 

I have since than met and corresponded with many others who collect these odd movie 

machines and have found them to be the nicest people in the world. All have been helpful 

in adding to my knowledge in this very specialized field.  

 

Through my bidding on ebay I had the good fortune to meet George Panagiotides who 

has the finest collection of old telegraphy and antique electric devices from the dawn of 

that era in Greece. He found and bought for me the oldest known Greek made projector, 

the 35mm Greek made film cutter & viewer, other cinematic, electronic and scientific 

devices. I also met George Kordelakos who has the finest collection of odd size film 

devices in Greece. And among my Greek friends I cannot forget Niko Theodosiou who is 

the foremost authority on the history of the Greek movie industry. I also wish to thank 

Mr. Christos Riganas, a great sculptor for his gift of the Cinenechanica projector. 

 

Through ebay I had the good fortune to correspond with Allan Osborne of Australia, who 

has beyond doubt the finest collection of this nationôs cinematic machines, many being 

unique. His collection is surely a national treasure that is unrecognized in Australia. 
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Here in the Chicago area, we are very fortunate to have the Carey Williams collection of 

movie projectors and movie cameras, which is with out doubt the largest and best 

collection on the planet, a collection with out peer, in private hands and possibly better 

than most cinematic equipment museums. Careyôs knowledge and archives have been of 

primary importance in my research on movie projectors. His willingness to help has no 

limits. 

   

Through Carey I had the privilege of meeting the very erudite George hall, the curator of 

the ñSilent Museumò in Tucson Arizona, who has encouraged and helped in my research 

in this field, particularly with the Animatoscope. 

 

I have also had the honor of corresponding with John Barnes, author of the monumental 

five volume work The Beginnings of the Cinema in England 1894-1901 who has 

vindicated my belief that the Warwick Bioscope in my collection is indeed part of the 

batch of the very first 50 Bioscopes made in New York City. 

 

I also wish to thank Ray Phillips, author of Edisonôs Kinetoscope and its films ï A 

History to 1896 dealing with the ñpeepholeò Kinetoscope. Until recently he had on of the 

very few peephole Kinetoscopes in private hands which he has used as a guide to 

manufacture faithful reproductions of this most highly important machine. His machines 

are in museums and private collections. He was kind to send me a complete list of where 

he sold these machines which are listed in my book on Kinematic Peephole Machines. 

 

I cannot forget to thank Martin Koerber of the Potsdam Film Museum who along with 

Dietmar Linke spent their valuable time identifying the specific model number of my 

prized Messter Thaumatograph. I also had the good fortune in corresponding with 

Christian Ilgner, who is no longer with us, and who sent me valuable information on 

Peephole machines.   

 

I have met and corresponded with many others in this field, from collectors to Museum 

curators and wish to thank all of them for taking their time to help me answer my 

questions on cinematic machinery in general and in identifying some of the projectors in 

my collection in particular.  

 

In the following pages you will view my collection of some common, rare and unique 

cinematic equipment. I have tried to describe them as accurately as possible. I am sure 

there are many errors and omissions, and they are all mine. Your help will be greatly 

appreciated if you would write me pointing out such errors and or omissions. 

 

Soterios Gardiakos 

May 29, 2008 

Sgardiakos(omit)@aol.com 
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Soterios Gardiakos with a Powers 6B projector 
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MOVIE PROJECTORS  

In the collection of Soterios Gardiakos 
35mm MOVIE PROJECTORS IN MY COLLECTION  

 

Acme portable ñSVEò 1922, type F, with magic lantern attachment, Made by the ñAcme 

       Motion Picture Projector Co.ò, made in Chicago, IL, USA, serial number 5833 

Acme portable ñSVEò 1922, type G, made in Chicago, IL, USA, serial number 10126. 

American Projectoscope, ca 1920, No M5, made by ñThe American Projecting Co. in 

        Chicago, IL, USA, serial number 3177 

 

Anonymous #1, earliest known Greek made projector, found in Athens Greece  

Anonymous #2, wonderful workmanship on top of wooden box, probably American 

Anonymous #3, Head only, probably German, Located in Greece 

Anonymous #4, a bioscope type projector probably of English manufacture 

Anonymous #5, a semi-professional projector probably of German origin 

Anonymous #6, a heavy duty professional projector, probably of German origin 

Anonymous #7, ñProjektionskopfò probably German, professional grade circa 1905 

Anonymous #8, head and upper reel assembly, probably German, Located in Greece 

Anonymous #9, a light weight but well built projector head, probably German. 

 

Athena, head only, 1950ôs made by John Pissanos in Athens Greece, serial number 91,  

          (Numbering started at 50), Located in Greece 

 

Bauer B8, Made in Stuttgart, Germany, serial number B8R9-95 123, Located in Greece 

Bing, Bing continuous loop toy projector 1897-1898, Located in Greece 

Bing, complete projector minus reel arm made in Nuremberg Germany,  

        Serial number 1872 

Bioscope, Warwick, 1897, Head only, reel arm and shutter remade new. Made in  

         New York, NY, USA, no serial number. 

Bioscope, Urban, 1905+ head only, made in England, serial number 1142. 

Bioscope, 1905+ Unknown maker, head only, made in England, no serial number. 

 

Cameragraph number 5, 1907, head only, made by the ñNicholas Power Co., in New 

         York, NY, USA, Serial number 666 

Cameragraph number 6, 1909+, complete, minus four legs. Made in New York, NY, 

         USA, Serial number 6351, patents license 9331 

Cameragraph number 6 1909+, head only, made in New York, NY, USA,  

          Serial number 32677 

Cameragraph number 6B, 1909+ mounted on stand, made in New York, NY, in USA.  

         In Plainfield BK. Serial number plate removed   

Carette & Co., George. Before 1905, (stamped GC&CON) made in Nuremberg, 

         Germany. Dating based on the Encyclopaedia of the Magic Lantern, London 2001. 

Cinemechanica Victoria IVB, 1942, made in Italy, serial number 4747,  

         Located in Greece 
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Cosmograph model 1GR type A, 1903-1908 portable in wooden box, made by  

        ñHaggard Bradley Inc.ò Morehead, KY, USA, No serial number 

Cosmograph model 16R type A, 1903-1908 portable in wooden box, made in  

         Morehead KY, USA, No serial number 

Cello type A, 1918, portable, made by ñA. S. Hall Projecting Co,ò in East Boston, Mass., 

          USA, serial number 838 

De Vry suitcase style portable TYPE E-, ca 1928 made by ñThe DeVry Corporationò 

          Chicago, IL, USA, Serial number 9847 

De Vry suitcase style portable TYPE ESF, 1942, made in Chicago, IL, USA,  

         Serial number 14987 

De Vry suitcase style portable TYPE ESP, ca 1945 made in Chicago, IL, USA, 

       Serial number 30108 

Drophead projector, 1920ôs, made by ñDrop-Head Projector Companyò Fond Du Lac, 

       Wisconsin, USA, serial number 72 

 

Ernemann toy & home use projectors 

Ernemann Toy Projector, head only with top reel arm ca 1910 made in Dresden, 

        Germany, no serial number 

Ernemann Kinopticon 1914 home projector, made in Dresden, Germany,  

        No serial number,  

Ernemann Kinox I, 1914, complete except for crank, made in Dresden, Germany 

Ernemann, Kinox II, 1922, incomplete projector (front missing), made in  

          Dresden, Germany. 

Ernemann Commercial Projectors 

Ernemann Monarch, ca 1911, head only, housing chipped at top, made in  

           Dresden, Germany, serial number 687447 

Ernemann 1, (Krupp-Ernemann logo) head only, chipped base. Made in Dresden, 

           Germany, serial number on lens gate 1346633  

Ernemann I, similar to above, head only, made in Dresden, Germany,  

           Serial number 12994 

 

Gaumont, 1915, Rouge 911, made in France, Located in Greece 

Graphoscope Junior, 1916, made by Francis Jenkins, Mfg by A. S. Campbell Co 

     Made in Washington, D.C., USA, serial number 842 

 

Hahn I, 1919, projector head only, made by ñHahn-Goerzò in Kassel, Germany 

       Located in Greece 

Hollywood, green toy projector made for Montgomery ward, of Chicago, IL, USA 

       No serial number. 

Hollywood, green toy projector made for Montgomery ward, of Chicago, IL, USA, 

       No serial number 

 

ICA monopol I projector, 1914, complete head, made in Dresden, Germany,  

        Serial number 31944  
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JF (Johann Falk) small toy projector, made in Nuremberg Germany, no serial number 

  

Kamm, made in England, serial number 10273 

Kaplan, Simplex imitation, serial number K2103 

Keystone Moviegraph, Model No, 575W, smaller type toy projector, Made in Boston, 

         MA, no serial number 

Keystone (probably) larger toy projector, (no name plate) made in Boston, Mass., USA 

         No serial number 

Keystone model No. 154-W, top of the line toy projector, made in Boston, Mass., USA 

Keystone model 198W, top of the line toy projector, made in Boston Mass., USA 

Kalee Indomitable, ca 1915, made by Kershaw and Sons Ltd., in London/Leeds, England,  

          Serial number 1019, Located in Greece 

 

KINETOSCOPES 

Kinetoscope, 1896, the oldest known projecting Kinetoscope spoolbank, 

        Serial number 16 

Kinetoscope Type 3, 1900-1902, wooden case, gear driven take up reel,  

          Serial number 1248 

Kinetoscope, ca 1905, wooden case, serial number 7821, wooden case, unusual  

         Heavy duty modification, serial Number plate removed 

Kinetoscope, incomplete, mechanism only, no wooden case, serial number plate 

         Removed 

Kinetoscope type B, 1911, metal casing, outside shutter, Serial number plate removed. 

Kinetoscope, Universal. 1903+, home made base, lamp housing of unknown origin. 

         Serial number 793 

 

KH17/600, a Russian Built projector, made from a pre WW II German design,  

         Serial number 925,003 

Knittel, DiGiglio or TA-LI-KI portable, 1923, made by Bruno Knittel of Dresden 

        Germany, with wooden box, Serial number 4747 

Kolograph, Model D, 1913, complete machine (legs new), made in Indianapolis. IN., 

        USA, Serial number 11120 

 

Lang, A prototype made around 1910 by the Lang Manufacturing Works, never put in    

       Production, made in Olean, NY, USA 

Loffel Phoenix, made ca 1926 by Loffel in Leipzig, Germany. Only 150 made,  

              Serial number 139 

Lubin, complete on wood stand, made in Philadelphia, PA, USA, serial number 2832. 

Lubin Cineograph, serial number 5873 

 

Mazo, Cine Mazo ca 1920, made in Paris, France 

Messter, Thaumatograph, 1902, a variant of model XI, Made in Berlin, Germany,  

         Serial number 578 

Monarch, 1915, head only, two shutters remade new, made in Chicago, IL, USA,  

         Serial number 3017, several models were made 

Motiograph 1A, 1912, complete minus the wooden base, made in Chicago, IL, USA, 
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          Serial number 9112154 

Motiograph DELUXE, 1921, made in Chicago, IL, USA, serial number 2150507 

Motiograph model AA, 1946, Made in Chicago, IL, USA, (19 pieces). 

 

Nitzsche, Saxonia I, 1907, made in Leipzig, Germany, serial number 636. 

 

Optigraph number 2, 1899, with lamp housing, made in Chicago, IL, USA  

          No serial number visible. 

Optigraph number 3, 1900, with lamp housing, made in Chicago, IL, USA,   

           No serial number visible. 

Optigraph number 4, 1907, with lamp housing, made in Chicago, IL, USA, 

           Serial number 122064 

Optica, 1921, made in Berlin, Germany, incomplete portable, serial number 2174 

Optica, 1921, made in Berlin, Germany, complete portable, serial number 4597 

 

Pathe before 1910, complete head with reel holder and film cans, France,  

         Serial number 19761 

Pathe after 1920, complete head with miniature lamphouse, France,  

          Serial number 35692 

Pathe - Kok , serial number 8201 

Pathe-Lumiere. 1900-1902, A hybrid projector, France, serial number C1 126 

Peerless, 1920, portable, made by Peerless Projector Co., New York, NY, USA  

             Serial number 10548 

Peerless, 1908, the most complete machine known to exist, made by George A. Knaak    

             Co. in Oshkosh Wisconsin, USA 

Peerless, 1908, head only, made by George A. Knaak Co. in Oshkosh Wisconsin, USA 

Phebus Marseilles, ca 1923, complete in perfect order, France, no serial number visible 

Phoenix made ca 1926 by Loffel in Leipzig, Germany. Only 150 made,  

              Serial number ___ 

Planck. Ernest, ca1905, made in Nuremberg Germany, toy projector, Located in Greece 

 

Rotoscope, 1898, made by William Charles Hughes of London, England 

 

Selig Polyscope. Complete projector with magic lantern, link chain driven mechanism,  

               Table top model, made in Chicago, IL, USA serial number 18 

Selig Polyscope. Complete projector with magic lantern, Gear driven mechanism, made 

               in Chicago, IL, USA serial number 416 

 

Simplex, complete machine located in Plainfield BK. Serial number 7645 0 

Simplex, complete machine located in Aurora BK. Serial number _______ 

Simplex, before 1921, head only, serial number 1044 

Simplex, before 1921, complete machine, my very first 35mm projector.  

     Serial number 1050? an Early conversion to sound on film 

Simplex, before 1921, head only, serial number 7644? 

Simplex, before 1921, head with some gears missing, Serial number 12246. 

Simplex, before 1921, head only, serial number 13522 
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Simplex, before 1921, head only, serial number 13886 

Simplex, after 1921, head only, serial number 16481 

Simplex, after 1921, complete, serial number 17626 on a Western Electric base 

Simplex, after 1921, head only, serial number 18890 

Simplex, after 1921, head with some gears missing, serial number 26017. 

Simplex, after 1921, head with some gears missing, serial number 45296. 

Simplex, after 1921, complete machine with rectangular base, serial number 56930.  

       A.  Christie Electric Corp. Xenolite model H-10, serial number HFD-656. 

       Mr. Robert Doran has informed me that the 1921 start serial number is 15,850 

       The 1927 start serial number begins with 25,835. 

  

Solus, 1924, portable projector on wood base with metal cover, Paris, France 

      No serial number visible. 

Superior type M. 1923+, incomplete projector head, made in Coxsackie, NY, USA,  

      Serial number 1270  

 

Wenzel. 1939? Complete machine on five point stand, made in Chicago, IL, USA, 

      Serial number W4-3615 

Wenzel. 1939? Complete machine on five point stand, made in Chicago, IL, USA, 

      Serial number W4-3759 

     The above two Wenzel projectors were formerly in the Lincoln theatre in Alabama    

     That was owned by Sam Bower of "the Imperial Wizard of the White Knights of the  

     Ku Klux Klan." who was convicted of murdering some civil rights workers. 

 

Zenith, model D, 1921? portable, no lamp house, made in Duluth, Minn., USA,  

      Serial number 11,260 

 

 

TOTAL: 126 35 mm projectors in my collection. 

 

ITEMS IN RED ARE ILLUSTRATED   

 

 

 

Your comments and corrections are 

Welcome to more accurately date 

these projectors and other items  

In this collection 
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ACME 
 

 
 

 

Acme portable ñSVEò, type F, 35 mm movie projector, 1922, with magic lantern 

attachment, Made by the Acme  Motion Picture Projector Co., Serial number 5833  

made in Chicago, IL,U.S.A  
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ANONYMO US #1 

 

 

 
 

 

Anonymous #1, Greek 35 mm Projector 

Possibly the earliest Greek made projector  

Purchased by my Friend George Panagiotides in Athens, Greece 
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ANONYMOUS #1 
 

 
 

Anonymous #1, Greek 35 mm Projector 
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ANONYMOUS #1 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Anonymous #1, Greek 35 mm Projector 
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ANONYMOUS #1 

 

 

 
 

 

Anonymous #1, Greek 35 mm Projector 
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ANONYMOUS #2 

 

 
 

 

Anonymous #2, 35 mm Projector 

A very well home made, or prototype projector made by a highly skilled machinist. 

What makes this an interesting projector is that it does not have a 

Film loop, but a spring loaded tension mechanism. 
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ANONYMOUS #2 

 
 

Anonymous #2, 35 mm projector, (detail) 
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ANONYMOUS #3 

 

 

 

 
 

Anonymous # 3, 35 mm projector, probably of German origin 

Located in Greece 
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ANONYMOUS #4 

 

 
Anonymous #4, 35 mm Projector 

Probably English 



 21 

ANONYMOUS #5 
 

 
 

Anonymous #5, 35mm Projector 

Probably German 
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ANONYMOUS #6 

 

 
 

Anonymous #6, 35mm projector, a heavy duty professional projector,  

With a left hand rank, probably Nitzsche, German 
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ANONYMOUS #7 

 

 
 

Anonymous #7, 35mm projector, ñProjektionskopfò professional grade circa 1905, 

Top reel arm and crank not original.  
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ANONYMOUS #7 

 

 
 

Anonymous #7, 35 mm projector, (detail) 
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ANONYMOUS #8 

 

 
 

Anonymous #8 35 mm projector, Head and upper reel assembly 

 Located in Greece 
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ANONYMOUS #9 

 

 
 

Anonymous #9, 35 mm projector, a small and light weight but well built projector head. 
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AM ERICAN PROJECTOSCOPE 

 

 
 

 
 

American Projectoscope, ca 1920, No M5, 35 mm projector, 

 Made in Chicago, IL, USA, Serial number 3177 



 28 

ATHENA  

 
 

Athena, 35 mm projector, made in the1950ôs, in Athens Greece, serial number 91, 

(Started numbering at 50), Located in Greece. 

 

Soterios Gardiakos, A compilation of Greek Made Projectors, The only such compilation 

in the English language. Nikos Theodosiou is the authority on Greek cinematic 

machinery, movie houses and the progress of the Greek film industry. His books are all 

written in Greek. 



 29 

BAUER 

 

 
 

Bauer B8, 35 mm projector 

Made in Stuttgart, Germany, serial number B8R9-95 123,  

Located in Greece 



 30 

BING 

 

 
Bing continuous loop toy projector 1897-1898 made in Nuremberg Germany 

 Located in Greece 
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Bing, 35 mm projector, complete projector minus reel arm,  

Made in Nuremberg Germany, Serial number 1872 
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BIOSCOPE ï WARWICK  

 

 
 

Warwick Bioscope 35mm Projector, 1897 as purchased 

 

Made for Charles Urban by Walter Isaacs in New York City, this is the only known 

example of first type. A type 2 made in England is in the collection of the Cinematheque 

Francaise Number 1258 in the Laurent Mannoni Catalog. This was originally a 

Spoolbank Projector. The reel arm and the shutter wheel are modern. 

 

Henry V. Hopwood, Living Pictures, London 1899, page 132-135, and 213-214. 

 

 A very well written and interesting history of this projector appears in John Barnes, The 

Rise of the Cinema in Gt. Britain, Volume 2, Jubilee Year 1897, London 1983, page 152-

159. 

 

A Yank in Britain the Lost Memoirs of Charles Urban, East Sussex, 1999, edited by Luke 

McKernan is a most interesting book. 
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BIOSCOPE - WARWICK  
 

 
Warwick Bioscope 35mm Projector, 1897 

Photo by Katerina Nike Gardiakos 
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BIOSCOPE - WARWICK  

 
Warwick Bioscope 35mm Projector 1897 

Photo by Katerina Nike Gardiakos 
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BIOSCOPE - WARWICK  
 

 
 

Warwick Bioscope 35mm Projector 1897 

Photo by Katerina Nike Gardiakos 
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BIOSCOPE - WARWICK  
 

 
Warwick Bioscope 35mm Projector 1897 

Photo by Katerina Nike Gardiakos 
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BIOSCOPE - WARWICK  

 
From Henry V. Hopwood, Living Pictures, London 1899 

The line drawing has been reversed from the drawing in the book 

Note absence of shutter wheel which was later added by Cecil M. Hepworth 

And sold as an after market attachment as in my machine  
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BIOSCOPE - WARWICK  

 
To illustrate how the Bioscope was originally set up as a spoolbank projector 

Courtesy Robert W. Gutteridge 

Originally in The Optician Vol. 13, 1897, p. 422 



 39 

BIOSCOPE, URBAN 

 

 
 

This Bioscope was made by Charles Urban after he left the Warwick Trading company to 

found his own company. With a serial number of 1142, assuming that the starting number 

was 1001 would make this a very early 1900ôs projector. I have in my possession a copy 

of a 1906 catalog in which this particular projector is illustrated. It is possible that they 

were made prior to 1906, but certainly this particular projector was made in 1906 or 

earlier. 



 40 

BIOSCOPE ï UNKNOWN MAKER  

 

 
 

One of the many Bioscope type projectors made for a variety of companies in England as 

well as Germany, (Schneider & Sohn of Essen-see page 167 of Herbert Tummel, 

Deutsche Laufbildprojektoren). It is extremely difficult to attribute them to any particular 

company. I believe the British Bioscopes were mostly made at the Prestwich Lansdowne 

works at Tottenham England (see John Barnes, The Beginnings of the Cinema Vol. 5 

page 91.  



 41 

CAMERAGRAPH  

 

 
 

Cameragraph 35 mm projector, number 5 head only, 

Made in New York, NY, USA, serial number 666 
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CAMERAGRAPH  
 

 
 

From Powerôs Cameragraph No. 5 catalog dated 1908. 



 43 

CAMERAGRAPH  

 

 
 

Cameragraph 35 mm projector, number 6 complete, minus four legs.   

Serial number 6351, Patents license 9331 



 44 

CAMERAGRAPH  

 

 
 

From Powerôs Cameragraph catalog fifth edition October 1913. 



 45 

CAMERAGRAPH  

 
 

 

Cameragraph number 6, 1909+, head only, made in New York, NY, USA, 

Serial number 32677 



 46 

CARRETTE  

 
 

 

Carette & Co., George, 35 mm projector 

(GC&CON) Indicating it was made before 1905, German 

 

A good short history on George Carette, A Frenchman who moved to Germany and 

manufactured a line of toy and home 35 mm projectors appears in the Encyclopaedia of 

the Magic Lantern, London 2001. 



 47 

CELLO  

 
 

Cello Type A, 35 mm projector, 1918, portable, made in East Boston, Mass., USA, 

Serial number 838 



 48 

CINEMECHANICA  

 

 

 
 

Cinemechanica Victoria IVB, 35 mm projector, 1942, made in Italy, 

Serial number 4747, Located in Greece 



 49 

COSMOGRAPH  

 

 
 

Cosmograph 35 mm Projector, probably after 1916, 

This very unique projector was made by E.E. Maggard (1879-1948) in Morehead 

Kentucky. Patent 1,308,293 filed March 13, 1916 patented July 1, 1919 for this projector 



 50 

DEVRY  

 

 
 

De Vry suitcase style portable 35 mm projector, TYPE E-, 1928?  

Made in Chicago, IL, USA, 

Serial number 9847 



 51 

DROPHEAD 

 

 
 

       
 

 

Drophead projector, 35 mm projector, 1920ôs,   

Made in Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin, USA, serial number 72 

Light shutter (black square) was manually opened and shut to prevent film burnout. 



 52 

ERNEMAN N 

 
 

Ernemann was probably the most prolific maker of 35 mm projectors in Germany. 

Because of the great number of machines that Ernemann manufactured no one, to my 

knowledge, has ever undertaken to compile a catalog of these machines. 



 53 

ERNEMANN  

 

    
 

Ernemann Monarch, 35 mm projector ca 1911, head only, housing chipped at top,  

Made in Dresden, Germany, serial number 687447 



 54 

ERNEMANN  

 
Ernemann I, 35 mm projector similar to above, head only, made in Dresden, Germany. 

Serial number 12994 



 55 

GAUMONT  
 

 
Gaumont, Rouge 911, 35 mm projector, 1915, made in France, 

 Located in Greece 



 56 

GRAPHOSCOPE 
 

 
 

 

Graphoscope Junior, 35 mm projector made by Francis Jenkins, 

 Mfg. by A. S. Campbell Co., ca 1916, 

Serial number 842 



 57 

GRAPHOSCOPE 

 
 

Graphoscope Junior, 35 mm projector 



 58 

HAHN - GOERZ 

 

 
 

HAHN I, 35 mm projector, 

Made by Hahn ï Goerz of Kassel Germany that made movie projectors between 1919 

and 1927, Located in Greece 



 59 

HOLLYWOOD  

 

 

 
 

Hollywood 35 mm Toy Projector sold by Montgomery Ward 

Note similarity with ñKeystoneò toy projector 



 60 

ICA  

 

 
 

ICA Monopol 35mm projector ca. 1914 

 

According to Herbert Tummel Deutsche Laufbildprojektoren page 210 approximately 

10,000 machines of this type were made. There are differences in these machines 

although they all carry the ICA Monopol label. 



 61 

JF (JOHAN FALK)  

 
 

JF (Johann Falk) small toy projector, made in Nuremberg Germany, 

No serial number 



 62 

KALEE  

 

 
 

 Kalee Indomitable 35 mm projector ca. 1915 serial number 1019 

Located in Greece 



 63 

KAMM   

 
Kamm 35 mm projector, serial number 10273 
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KAMM  

 

 
Kamm 35 mm projector, serial number 10273 
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KAMM  
 

 
Kamm 35 mm projector, serial number 10273 

 

 



 66 

KEYSTONE 

 

 
 

Keystone model 198W, 35 mm projector, top of the line toy projector,  

Made in Boston Mass., USA 

Note similarity with ñHollywoodò toy projector 



 67 

KEYSTONE  

 

 
Front page of an undated Keystone brochure 



 68 

KH/17/600 

 

 
 

KH17/600, 35 mm projector, serial number 925003 

 

A Russian built projector that has its origin in Jena, Germany in 1934 as the K 25 

projector. For a fuller history on this projector read 100 Years of Cinematographic 

Equipment ï A look at the Technology Collection of the Potsdam Film Museum, Berlin 

2001, pp 90-91.  



 69 

KINETOSCOPE  

 
Kinetoscope, 35 mm Spoolbank, Serial number 16, 1896, (The oldest known Edison 

Kinetoscope projector) this was Edisonôs first motion projector after the Armat Vitascope 

which of course was not of Edisonôs making. It was called Edisonôs Vitascope for 

commercial purposes only.  

ñThe first experimental model debuted on November 30, 1896 to great local acclaim. 

Other test models were gradually sold and that February the machine was placed on the 

market for $100.00.C. Musser, Thomas Edison and his Kinetographic Motion Pictures, 

1995, page 28.   



 70 

KINETOSCOPE  

 
Kinetoscope Type 1, 35 mm projector, Serial number 16 



 71 

KI NETOSCOPE 

 

 
 

To illustrate how the Kinetoscope was originally set up as a spoolbank projector 

Kinetoscope 35 mm Spoolbank Type 1 

Courtesy Allan Osborne 
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KINETOSCOPE  

 

 
 

Kinetoscope Type 3, 35 mm projector, serial number 1248 
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KINETOSCOPE 

 

 
 

Kinetoscope Type 3, 35 mm projector, serial number 1248 
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KINETOSCOPE  

 

 
 

35mm Kinetoscope 35 mm projector, serial number 7821 
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KINETOSCOPE  

 

 
 

Kinetoscope, type B, 45 mm projector, metal casing. Serial number plate removed. 
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KINETOSCOPE 

 

 
 

Kinetoscope, Universal, 35 mm projector, 1903, 

Lamp housing of unknown origin, Serial number 793 

Home made wooden base, reel arms not original 
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KNITTEL  

 

 
 

DiGiglio or TA-LI-KI 35mm Projector, ca. 1923 to ca. 1927 made in Dresden Germany 

by the firm of Knittel. The rewind attachment is missing. 

This was also made with a ground glass to be viewed as we would view a television set. 



 78 

KOLOGRAPH  

 

 
 

Kolograph, Model D, 35 mm projector, 1913, complete machine (legs new), 

Made in Indianapolis, IN., USA, Serial number 11120 
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LANG  

 

 
 

Lang prototype 35 mm Projector 

Made by the Lang Manufacturing works of Olean, New York, U.S.A 

This is the only two shutter projector known other than the Monarch projector. 

 

Mr. Lang was born in Germany and was there involved in the movie machinery industry. 

When he immigrated to the United States he set up a facility where he manufactured film 

reels and film rewinders. He was also the holder of several patents related to this field. 

 I am in need of any and all information on Carl J. Lang of Olean, NY. Information is 

almost non-existent on Mr. Lang. The Olean Historical society has not responded to my 

numerous inquiries.  
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LANG  

 

 
 

Lang 35 mm prototype projector 



 81 

LANG  

 

 
 

Lang 35 mm prototype projector 
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LANG  

 
 

Wooden model made By Carl Lang in developing his projector ideas. 

These wooden prototypes, and two others, were given to me by Bob Wilson.  
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LOFFEL  

 

 
 

Loffel, Phoenix, 35 mm projector, serial number 139 (gate mechanism missing), built by 

the firm of Walter Loffel of Leipzig Germany ca. 1926, the firm operated till 1933. Only 

150 machines were made. Upper left hand sprocket and the gate mechanism are missing. 

A complete machine is in the collection of the Filmmuseums in Potsdam, Germany. This 

is one of two known to exist.  

Reference: Kinematographische Apparate aus 100 Jahren, Berlin 2001, pages 82-83 
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LOFFEL  

 

 
 

Loffel, Phoenix, 35 mm Projector, serial number 139 
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LOFFEL  

 

 
 

Loffel, Phoenix, 35 mm projector, serial number 131 

In the collection of the Filmmuseum Potsdam 

Unsichtbare Schatze der Kinotechnik 

Kinematographische Apparate aus 100 jahren im des Filmmuseums Potsdam 

Berlin 2001, page 82  
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LUBIN  

 

 
 

Lubin, 35 mm projector, complete on wood stand, Serial number 2832 

 

The King of the Movies Film Pioneer Siegmund Lubin by Joseph P. Eckhardt  

London, 1997, is the primary work on Siegmund Lubin 
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LUBIN  

 

 
 

Lubin, 35 mm projector, detail 
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LUBIN  

 

 
 

Lubin Cineograph 35 mm Projector, serial number 5473 
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MAZO  

 

 
 

Cine Mazo, 35 mm projector, ca. 1920, crank new, serial number 3438 

 

Mazo was apparently one of the very early makers of movie projectors As he is 

mentioned in Henry V. Hopwood, Living Picture, London 1899, pages 129, 167. 
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MESSTER 
 

 
 

Messter, 35 mm Thaumatograph projector, a variant of model XI, 1902, 

 Serial number 578 
 

ñDitmar Linke has given a very good clue to date your projector. Apparently the serial 

numbers were given to Messters projectors regardless of projector type. The surviving 

Model XII of 1904 has number 737, Model XV of 1908 is number 1016. This would 

place your machine indeed earlier than 1904, and would make it a (variant) of Model XI, 

thus 1902 is a probability indeed.ò  

Attribution made by Martin Koerber and Dietmar Linke of the Potsdam Film Museum., 

May 13, 2008.  

  

This machine is almost if not totally machined from raw industrial steel and bronze. I 

cannot discern any castings. There were a series of Thaumatographs made by Messter 

and I assume only a small number of each model was made and it is possible that each 

machine may be unique in its own way.  
 

Herbert Tummel, Deutsche Laufbildprojektoren, Berlin, 1986, page 135. 

The best book on Messters machines is Oskar Messter ï FILMPIONIER DER 

KAISERZEIT, Frankfurt, 1994. 



 91 

MESSTER 
 

 
 

Messter, 35 mm Thaumatograph projector, a variant of model XI, 1902, 
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MESSTER

 
 

Messter, 35 mm Thaumatograph projector, a variant of model XI, 1902, 
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MESSTER 
 

 
 

Messter, 35 mm Thaumatograph projector, a variant of model XI, 1902, 
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MONARCH  
 

 
 

Monarch, 35 mm projector, Serial number 3017 

Note double shutters, the Lang prototype is the only other projector featuring two 

shutters. 
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MONARCH  
 

 
 

Monarch, 35 mm movie projector, from an undated brochure 
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MOTIOGRAPH  
 

 
 

Motiograph 1A, 35 mm movie projector, 1912, complete minus the wooden base, 

Made in Chicago, IL, USA, serial number 9112154 
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MOTIOGRAPH  

 

 
 

Motiograph 35 mm movie projector No. 1-A detail 
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MOTIOGRAPH  
 

 
Motiograph 35 mm movie projector No. 1-A, from an undated catalog 
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MOTIOGRAPH  
 

 
 

Motiograph DE LUXE., 35 mm movie projector, Ca 1928, Serial number 2150507 
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MOTIOGRAPH  
 

 
 

Motiograph, 35 mm movie projector, 

 The Motion Picture Projectionist, July. 1928, page 16.  



 101 

MOTIOGRAPH  
 

 
 

Motiograph Model K, 35 mm movie projector, from an undated Motiograph catalog 
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MOTIOGRAPH  
 

 
 

Motiograph 35 mm movie projector, model AA. 



 103 

NITZSCHE  

 

 
 

Nitzsche, Saxonia I, 35 mm movie projector, 1907, Serial number 636 
 

The book by Ralph Nunthel JOHANNES NITZSCHE KINEMATOGRAPHEN & FILMS, 

1999, is the primary work dealing with the Nitzsche projectors. In this book Nunthel lists 

three other known Saxonia I projectors plus he includes the Nitzsche Herkules as a type 

of the Saxonia I series. 
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NITZSCHE  
 

 
 

Nitzsche, Saxonia I, 35 mm movie projector 

1907, made in Leipzig, Germany, serial number 636 
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NITZSCHE

 

Saxonia 1, 35 mm movie projector, 1907 

Ralph Nunthel, Johannes Nitzsche Kinematographen & Films, page 17 
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OPTICA

 
Optica 35mm movie Projector ca. 1921-1926, 

Optica GmbH, Berlin, Germany 
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OPTIGRAPH  NO. 2 

 
 

Optigraph number 2, 35 mm movie projector, 1899, with lamp housing,  

Made in Chicago, IL USA, No serial number visible 
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OPTIGRAPH NO. 2 
 

 
Optigraph No. 2, 35 mm movie projector, from an undated catalog. 
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OPTIGRAPH  NO. 3 
 

 
 

 
 

Optigraph number 3, 35 mm movie projector, 1900, with lamp housing,  

Made in Chicago, IL, USA, no serial number visible 
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OPTIGRAPH  NO. 3 

 
 

Optigraph No. 3, 35 mm movie projector, ca. 1900, from an undated catalog 
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OPTIGRAPH  NO. 4 

 

 
 

 
Optigraph number 4, 35 mm movie projector, 1907, with lamp housing, 

 Made in Chicago, IL, USA, serial number 122064 
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OPTIGRAPH  NO. 4 
 

 
Optigraph, 35 mm movie projector No. 4, ca. 1907 
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PATHE-LUMIERE  

 
 

Pathe-Lumiere, 35 mm movie projector, (first model?) 35mm projector ca 1902 
 

This Machine seems to be a cross between the Lumiere Cinematographe and the Pathe 

machines. Who made it is uncertain as there are no inscriptions on the machine. It may 

very well be transitional model or a knock off of either The Lumiere or the Pathe 

machines or a little of both. Readers help welcome. 
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PATHE  

 
 

Pathe 35 mm movie projector, complete head with reel holder and film cans. 

 Serial number 19761 
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PATHE  
 

 
 

Pathe 35 mm movie projector, complete head with miniature lamphouse,  

Serial number 35692 
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PATHE  

 
Pathe 35 mm movie projector 

Pathé catalog, PATHÉ CONSORTIUM CINEMA, probably after 1920 
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POLYSCOPE 
 

 
 

Selig Polyscope. Complete projector with magic lantern, link chain driven mechanism,  

               Table top model, made in Chicago, IL, USA serial number 18 
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POLYSCOPE 
 

 
 

Selig Polyscope. Complete projector with magic lantern, link chain driven mechanism,  

               Table top model, made in Chicago, IL, USA serial number 18 
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POLYSCOPE 
 

 
 

Selig Polyscope, 35 mm movie projector, ca. 1907, serial number 417 

With original wooden traveling crate 

Only complete projector known to exist. 
 

William N. Selig was one of the early pioneers of Motion picture projectors who quickly 

grasped the potential of this new industry in its infancy. It is said that he fell upon this by 

accident and that his first projector was based on the Lumiere Cinematograph projector, 

possibly as early as 1896. MOTION PICTURE PIONEER: The Selig Polyscope Company 

edited by Kalton C. Lahue deals primarily with Selig films with little attention being 

made to his projectors. 
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POLYSCOPE 
 

 
Selig Polyscope, 35 mm movie projector, ca. 1907, serial number 417 
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POLYSCOPE 
 

 
 

Selig Polyscope, 35 mm movie projector, ca. 1907, serial number 417 
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POLYSCOPE 
 

 
 

Selig Polyscope, 35 mm movie projector, ca. 1907, serial number 417 
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POLYSCOPE 
 

 
Selig Polyscope, 35 mm movie projector, ca. 1907, serial number 417 
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PEERLESS PROJECTOR (OSHKOSH WISCONSIN) 
 

 
 

 
 

Peerless 35 mm movie projector 

Made by George A. Knaak Co. in Oshkosh Wisconsin around 1906-1910 

According to G. W. Dunston two models were made. 
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PEERLESS PROJECTOR (OSHKOSH WISCONSIN) 
 

 
 

Peerless 35 mm movie  projector,  
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PEERLESS PROJECTOR (OSHKOSH WISCONSIN) 
 

 
 

Peerless 35 mm movie projector 
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PEERLESS PROJECTOR (OSHKOSH WISCONSIN) 
 

 
 

Peerless 35 mm movie projector 
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PEERLESS PROJECTOR (OSHKOSH WISCONSIN) 
 

 
 

Peerless 35 mm movie projector 

Ad courtesy Magic Lantern Castle Museum 
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PEERLESS PROJECTOR (NEW YORK, NEW YORK)  
 

 
 

Peerless portable, 35 mm movie projector,  

Made by the Peerless Projector Co., New York, Serial number 10548 

Similar to the 28 mm projector 
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PHEBUS MARSEILLE  

 

 
 

Phébus Marseilles (Super-Phébus) 35mm movie Projector 1921 

A very sturdily built machine, on which I have no information on this machine other than 

that Carey Williams has informed me that a second machine of this type is in a Florida 

collection. Need information on this projector and the company that made it. 
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PHEBUS MARSEILLE  
 

 
 

Phébus Marseilles 35mm movie Projector 1915 



 132 

PHEBUS MARSEILLE  
 

 
 

Phébus Marseilles 35mm movie Projector 1915 


