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AN INQUIRY INTO AN ENIGMA 
 

Recently I was very fortunate in acquiring an almost complete Peerless Kinetograph 

made by George A. Knaak of Oshkosh Wisconsin. I already owned a Peerless 

Kinetograph head, but now I had an almost complete machine. I eagerly went on the 

internet typed in “peerless Kinetograph” nothing, I then typed George A. Knaak again 

and only two links appeared one to my website and the other to a patent. Here was a very 

well made machine and almost nothing on the internet. It became apparent that all 

research on this would have to be a slow and arduous process. 

 

My first thought was that Mr. Carey Williams, the Dean of projector collectors, will 

surely have something on Knaak and his Peerless Kinetograph. I received the following 

reply: 

 
Hell Soterios 
  Thank you for the ad from the Peerless   I have yet to find any thing  
about the Peerless in my files   attached photos are of the Veriscope  
which came after the Peerless   basically a front shutter version of  
it. Mine is missing the part of the gate there is one in the  
Smithsonian ex Dunston collection. 
Cheers Carey (October 26, 2009)  
 

Some years back Carey had been kind enough to give me two photos of the Veriscope 

projector formerly in the collection of C. W. Dunston, now in the Smithsonian, but I 

apparently did not notice that it was in fact the same  machine other than the fact that an 

outside shutter had been added to the Veriscope.  

 

This than is an inquiry to the enigma of how and when did the Peerless Kinetograph 

become the Veriscope, In the following pages I will share with you the little information I 

have been able to gather on this and hope one of my readers or perhaps one of George A, 

Knaak’s or one of the Wilboken;s descendents will provide me with additional 

information  to be added to this little booklet. 

 

Soterios Gardiakos 

October 26, 2009 



 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GEORGE A KNAAK 

 

 

 

 



 6 

GEORGE A. KNAAK 

 

I am very fortunate that Carey Williams took the time to photocopy the Ray Bryan files 

and was kind enough to make a duplicate set for me. It is here that my research begins. 

Ray Bryan dates the Peerless Kinetograph between 1908 and 1910, and had a copy of 

page one of patent number 899,543 filed on December 13, 1907 and granted on 

September 29, 1908. I obtained all six pages of this patent from the patent office and I am 

including them in this monogram. I than researched what other patents George A. Knaak 

had and came up with the following results: 

 

 PAT. NO.  Title 

1 1,926,726  222/3 137/224 152/415 222/174 48/191 (Sep. 12, 1933) 

2 1,918,341  73/199 137/505.47 141/83 73/270  

3 1,918,340  73/199 137/224.5 137/505.46 141/83 73/270  

4 1,801,560  92/101 200/81R  

5 1,788,678  338/29 236/1R 338/109  

6 1,731,580  335/170 335/171  

7 1,708,309  236/9R 236/68R 236/74R  

8 1,618,963  74/97.1  

9 1,459,218  92/48 185/40B 200/81.5 200/83D 237/67 92/132 92/76 92/91 92/94  

10 1,416,092  417/28 (May 16, 1922) 

 

I was surprised that patent number 899,543 was not on the list and what other Knaak 

patents were missing from this list. None of the above patents have anything to do with 

the cinema. Patent number 899,543 was given to George A. Knaak of Oshkosh, 

Wisconsin. The ten patents listed above are given to George A. Knaak of Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin. I am making a big leap of faith that it is one and the same person and that by 

than Knaak had moved to Milwaukee where he was involved in other business ventures. 

 

My big leap was right, I found another patent, 44,479 (D44,479) filed May 6, 1913 and 

granted August 12,1913 for a beer pump casing assigned to the Wilboken manufacturing 

company. In this patent Knaak is now a resident of Milwaukee and Wilboken in their ads 

state that the Veriscope is “Made and Guaranteed by the Wilboken manufacturing Co. 

 

I do not have any photo copies of the Veriscope files of Ray Bryan. 

 

G. W. Dunston of Norfolk Virginia (d. October 18, 1956 at age 48) was a collector of 

early movie projectors and had a projector museum in Norfolk, Virginia and did much to 

research and document his collection as well as on projectors not in his collection, He 

corresponded with many of the early pioneers in the movie industry. Again thanks to 

Carey Williams I have photocopies of some of C. W. Dunston correspondence relating to 

movie projectors. 

 

 

http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-adv.htm&r=1&p=1&f=G&l=50&d=PALL&S1=Knaak-George-A.INNM.&OS=IN/Knaak-George-A&RS=IN/Knaak-George-A
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-adv.htm&r=2&p=1&f=G&l=50&d=PALL&S1=Knaak-George-A.INNM.&OS=IN/Knaak-George-A&RS=IN/Knaak-George-A
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-adv.htm&r=3&p=1&f=G&l=50&d=PALL&S1=Knaak-George-A.INNM.&OS=IN/Knaak-George-A&RS=IN/Knaak-George-A
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-adv.htm&r=4&p=1&f=G&l=50&d=PALL&S1=Knaak-George-A.INNM.&OS=IN/Knaak-George-A&RS=IN/Knaak-George-A
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-adv.htm&r=5&p=1&f=G&l=50&d=PALL&S1=Knaak-George-A.INNM.&OS=IN/Knaak-George-A&RS=IN/Knaak-George-A
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-adv.htm&r=6&p=1&f=G&l=50&d=PALL&S1=Knaak-George-A.INNM.&OS=IN/Knaak-George-A&RS=IN/Knaak-George-A
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-adv.htm&r=7&p=1&f=G&l=50&d=PALL&S1=Knaak-George-A.INNM.&OS=IN/Knaak-George-A&RS=IN/Knaak-George-A
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-adv.htm&r=8&p=1&f=G&l=50&d=PALL&S1=Knaak-George-A.INNM.&OS=IN/Knaak-George-A&RS=IN/Knaak-George-A
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-adv.htm&r=9&p=1&f=G&l=50&d=PALL&S1=Knaak-George-A.INNM.&OS=IN/Knaak-George-A&RS=IN/Knaak-George-A
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-adv.htm&r=10&p=1&f=G&l=50&d=PALL&S1=Knaak-George-A.INNM.&OS=IN/Knaak-George-A&RS=IN/Knaak-George-A
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PEERLESS KINETOGRAPH 

 

In Dunston’s letter to George K. Spoor dated November 29, 1951 Dunston writes” “I 

don’t know if you ever heard tell of this projector or not, but I have two models of the 

“Peerless Kinetograph” here. This machine was developed by Geo. A. Knnak [Knaak] of 

Oshkosh, Wisconsin in 1907. (It was a fair constructed machine of its day). It would  be 

interesting to know what Dunston meant when he wrote “two models” whether he had 

two projectors of the same type or whether he had two different models of the Peerless 

Kinetograph projector. 

 

The only other reference to a Veriscope concerns Enoch J. Rector and a 60 mm camera 

and projector he made in 1897 to film boxing fights.. “The Rector projector known as the 

Veriscope, was installed at the Academy of Music in Fourteenth street where the picture 

ran through the early summer” Terry Ramsaye, A Million and one Nights A History of 

the Motion Picture Through 1925, reprint of the 1926 edition, New York, 1964, page 

287. Which of course has nothing to do with the two above projectors other than both 

using the name Veriscope. 
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PEERLESS KINETOGRAPH 
 

 
 

The PEERLESS KINETOGRAPH Made by 

THE GEO. A. KNAAK CO. OSHKOSH, WIS., U.S.A. 

Comp0lete machine, Collection Soterios Gardiakos 

 

 
Peerless Kinetograph 35 mm complete movie projector  
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PEERLESS KINETOGRAPH 
 

 

 
 

Peerless Kinetograph 35 mm complete movie projector  

 Collection Soterios Gardiakos 
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PEERLESS KINETOGRAPH 
 

 
Peerless Kinetograph 35 mm movie projector (head only) 

 Collection Soterios Gardiakos 



 13 

PEERLESS KINETOGRAPH 
 

 
 

Peerless Kinetograph 35 mm movie projector (head only) 

 Collection Soterios Gardiakos 
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PEERLESS KINETOGRAPH 
 

 
 

Peerless Kinetograph 35 mm movie projector (head only)  

Collection Soterios Gardiakos 
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PEERLESS KINETOGRAPH 
 

 
 

Peerless Kinetograph 35 mm movie projector (head only)  

Collection Soterios Gardiakos 
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PEERLESS KINETOGRAPH 
 

 
 

Peerless Kinetograph 35 mm movie projector  

. The Jack Judson Collection at the Magic Lantern Castle Museum San Antonio, Texas 
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KNAAK KINETOSCOPE PATENT 

 
 

Patent 899,543, Sept. 29,, 1908 
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Patent 899,543, Sept. 29,, 1908 
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KNAAK KINETOSCOPE PATENT 
 

 
 

Patent 899,543, Sept. 29,, 1908 
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KNAAK KINETOSCOPE PATENT 
 

 
 

Patent 899,543, Sept. 29,, 1908 
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KNAAK KINETOSCOPE PATENT 
 

 
 

Patent 899,543, Sept. 29,, 1908 
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KNAAK KINETOSCOPE PATENT 
 

 
 

Patent 899,543, Sept. 29,, 1908 
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VERISCOPE 
Wilboken Manufacturing Company 
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VERISCOPE 
 

 
Veriscope 35 mm movie projector 

Ex C. W. Dunston collection now in the Smithsonian 

Photo courtesy Carey Williams 
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VERISCOPE 
 

 
 

Veriscope 35 mm movie projector 

Ex C. W. Dunston collection now in the Smithsonian 

Photo courtesy Carey Williams 
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VERISCOPE 

 

 
 

Veriscope 35 mm movie projector 

Carey Williams collection 
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VERISCOPE 
 

 
 

1915 Veriscope Projector advertisement 

. The Jack Judson Collection at the Magic Lantern Castle Museum San Antonio, Texas 
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VERISCOPE 
 

 
 

Undated Veriscope Projector advertisement 

Wilboken Manufacturing Comp 
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VERISCOPE 
 

 
Undated Veriscope Projector advertisement 

Wilboken Manufacturing Company 
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VERISCOPE 
 

 
 

Undated Veriscope Projector advertisement 

Wilboken Manufacturing Company 
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BOOKS AND MONOGRAPHS WRITTEN BY  

SOTERIOS GARDIAKOS 

October 1, 2011 

 

Relating to Movie Machinery 
 

Cinematic Machinery Collection of Soterios Gardiakos, 2002, ISBN 0-9777537-3-5, 

August 25, 2011, 227  pages 
 

A Warwick (Baucus & Maguire Ltd.) spoolbank Projector ca 1897 In the Collection 

of Soterios Gardiakos, Photographs by Katerina Nike Gardiakos. 2001, ISBN 0-

9777537-0-0, June 1, 2008 49 pages 
 

Pre 1900 American Made Movie Projectors. 2002. ISBN 0-9777537-4-3, June 30, 

2010, 143 pages 
 

A Compilation of Greek made Movie Projectors and other Cinematic Equipment. 

From information provided to Soterios Gardiakos by Nikos Theodosiou. 2002. 

ISBN 0-9777537-2-7, June 20, 2009, 60 pages 
 

Kinematic Peephole Machines Using a Continuous Strip of Film or Paper, 2002 

ISBN 0-9777537-5-1, June 22, 2010, 73 pages  
 

LeRoy Projectors, An enigmatic pioneer in the quest to project motion pictures on 

the big screen. ISBN 0-9777537-7-8, July 17, 2008, 48 pages 
 

Optigraph 35 mm projectors, August 23, 2008 , 49 pages 
 

The Peerless Kinetograph made by Geo. A. Knaak Co., of Oshkosh Wis. U.S.A. and 

the Veriscope Projector, An Inquiry into an enigma, September 30, 2011, 33 pages. 
 

A Prototype 35 mm Movie Projector in the Collection of Soterios Gardiakos Made 

by Carl J. Lang (Lang Manufacturing works) of Olean, New York, March 15, 2010, 56 

pages 
 

Peep Show Phantoscope ca 1904-1905 made by C. Francis Jenkins in the Collection 

of Soterios Gardiakos, November 22, 2010, 73 pages 
 

Spoolbank Projectors, 2001.ISBN 0-9777537-1-9, June 31, 2010, 82 pages 
 

Selig Polyscope Movie Projectors made by William N. Selig – a compilation, 

September 25 2011, 62 pages. 
 

Cineograph movie projectors and some cameras Made by  Siegmund Lubin 1896-

1916  A checklist, October 25, 2011 62 pages 
 

From the JENKINS PHANTOSCOPE to the ARMAT VITASCOPE 

Chronologically arranged, June 25, 2011,  132 pages 
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Works in progress relating to movie machinery 

  
A Possible Classification of Thomas Edison’s Kinetoscopes, 2002, (Incomplete, work 

in progress) 
 

35mm Movie Projectors, A work in progress with over 1,300 pages so far. (Dec. 2006) 

 

Relating to Numismatics 
 

The Coinage of Modern Greece, Crete, the Ionian Islands and Cyprus, Chicago, 

1969, ISBN 0-916710-02-5, 96 pp, + 16 plates, hardbound 
 

The Coins of Cyprus 1489-1571, Chicago, 1975, ISBN 0-916710-19-X, 32 pp, fully 

Illustrated, paper cover 
 

A Catalogue of the Coins of Dalmatia et Albania 1410-1797. Chicago, 1970 

 ISBN 0-916710-67-x, 32 pp, illustrated, maps, tables, paper cover 
 

The Coinages of Alexander the Great, S. Gardiakos Editor. ISBN 0-916710-82-3, 

1,007 pp, +157 plates, hardbound in three volumes 

 

Books on Soterios Gardiakos 
 

The Sculptures of Soterios Gardiakos, (From the Bronze age to the Modern Age)  

By Chryssafenia Gardiakos, Photographs by Brad Baskin and Katerina Nike Gardiakos.  

September 1, 2011, ISBN 0-9777537-6-X. featuring 140 sculptures, 167 pages 
 

Selections from the collection of Soterios and Irlanda Gardiakos, September 20, 

2011, 218 pages 
 

MY LIFE an illustrated photo album of me, my family and my friends, from the 

early twentieth century to the present. July 30, 2011, 389 pages 

 

 

Site on Movie Machinery: http://bioscope.biz/ 

             

Site on Sculpture: http://gardiakos.com/ 

 

Email: sgardiakos (omit) @aol.com 
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