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Forward of June 10, 2008 
 

This is the only Jenkins peep show Phantoscope known to me. 
 

Jenkins Phantoscope apparently used a continuous strip of paper folded and as the crank 
was turned it acted as flip cards as in a Mutoscope. Any one having more information and 
literature such as advertisements or better photos of this Phantoscope please write the 
author. I believe this Phantoscope to have been made in the mid 1890’s. 
 

There are only two references, known to me, on this peep show viewer. 
1) The Ray Bryan Files, Astoria NY  
2) Jack E. Geick article in the International Projectionist, January 1955 

 
There are two other sources referring to a Phantoscope peep show but I cannot tell what 
specific apparatus they are referring to, possibly to patent number 536,569, issued on 
March 26, 1895,   

3) Internet site http://www.earlycinema.com/atoz/index.html 
4) Charles Musser The emergence Cinema-the American screen to 1907, page 100 

�

New forward June 12, 2008 
 

As I have often said that when one owns a “thing” it is so difficult to be objective when 
all the facts surrounding it are not there. We think it is more important, older and rarer 
then it may actually be. 
 

I went back through my archives and there it was a simple paragraph written by C, 
Francis Jenkins himself in the October 1920 in the Transactions of the SMPE journal: 
 

“My own contribution to this line was a Phantoscope toy (U.S. Patent No. 779,364, 
1905) in which a flexible band was employed, the card being attached thereto by 
their lower ends and having a spaced relation of about five thousands inch. This 
close spacing of the cards assured a firm adhesion to the band and to each other.”  
 

There, we now have a date of 1904 for the patent application and a date of 1905 for the 
granting of the patent. Mystery solved.     
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 October, 1920, Transactions of the SMPE journal 
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Phantoscope sheet in the Ray Bryan Files, Astoria NY 
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From Toy to a Great Industry 
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 “A Home viewer marketed by Jenkins between 1894 and 1896 is shown in 
Fig 12. Also called a Phantoscope, this viewer contained several hundred 
individual frames printed on small card, which were mechanically flipped 
when the crank was turned. The sequence in this machine includes a 
performance by a troupe of circus elephants.”  
 
 
International Projectionist, January 1955. 
 



�� � ��� 	 
 / ��� � ��� 	 
 / ��� � ��� 	 
 / ��� � ��� 	 
 / � �	 
 �� 
 � �
 �� �	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���	 
 �� 
 � �
 �� �

 
 

 
 

����

����

����

����

����

����

����



�� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 �� �
 

 
 

 
 



�� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 �� �
 

 



�� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 �� �
 

 



�� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 �� �
 

 



�� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 �� �
 

 
 



�� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 �� �
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



�� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 �� �
 
 

 
 



�� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
�� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
�� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
�� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 �� �� 
 � �
 ���� 
 � �
 ���� 
 � �
 �� ����

����

 
 



�� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 ���� � ��� 	 
 / ��	 
 �� 
 � �
 �� �
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Books and papers written by Soterios Gardiakos 
 

Relating to Movie Machinery 
 

Cinematic Machinery Collection of Soterios Gardiakos, 2002, ISBN 0-9777537-3-5 
 

A Warwick (Baucus & Maguire Ltd.) spoolbank Projector ca 1897 In the Collection of 
Soterios Gardiakos, 2001, ISBN 0-9777537-0-0 
 

Spoolbank Projectors, 2001.ISBN 0-9777537-1-9 
 

Pre 1900 American Made Movie Projectors. 2002. ISBN 0-9777537-4-3 
 

A Compilation of Greek made Movie Projectors and other Cinematic Equipment. From 
information provided to Soterios Gardiakos by Nikos Theodosiou. 2002. 
ISBN 0-9777537-2-7 
 

Kinematic Peephole Machines Using a Continuous Strip of Film or Paper, 2002 
ISBN 0-9777537-5-1  
 

LeRoy Projectors, An enigmatic pioneer in the quest to project motion pictures on the big 
screen. ISBN 0-9777537-7-8 

Works in progress  
 

A Possible Classification of Thomas Edison’s Kinetoscopes, 2002, (Incomplete, work in 
progress) 
 
35mm Movie Projectors, A work in progress with over 1,300 pages so far. (Dec. 2006) 
 

Relating to Numismatics 
 

The Coinage of Modern Greece, Crete, the Ionian Islands and Cyprus, Chicago, 1969, 
ISBN 0-916710-02-5 
 

The Coins of Cyprus 1489-1571, Chicago, 1975, ISBN 0-916710-19-X 
 

A Catalogue of the Coins of Dalmatia et Albania 1410-1797. Chicago, 1970 
 ISBN 0-916710-67-x 
 

The Coinages of Alexander the Great, S. Gardiakos Editor. ISBN 0-916710-82-3 
 

Books on Soterios Gardiakos 
 

The Sculptures of Soterios Gardiakos, By Chrissafenia Gardiakos, Aurora, IL 2006 with 
updates, ISBN 0-9777537-6-X 
 

Soterios Gardiakos c/o UNIGRAPHICS INC. 
http://bioscope.biz/             http://gardiakos.com/             
64 South Water Street       Aurora, Illinois 60505 


