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JEAN ACME Le ROY 

 
It is known that Jean Acme Le Roy worked for Thwaits, a famous pre-civil war New 
York photographer. Now, it is interesting that the most mysterious of all early motion 
picture pioneers Augustin Le Prince also worked for Thwaits. Although they worked 
there at different times, it is possible that they met in some unannounced visit by one or 
the other, or even if they didn’t, it is possible that one heard of the others work from 
chatter within Thwaits office. If they did meet it would be very interesting to know what 
if anything they discussed about the new work been done in projecting motion pictures. 
 
The claims of Jean Le Roy that he made the first motion picture projector are 
unsubstantiated, having said that, there are many questions that still remain about his 
claims. In a letter dated February 9th, 52 from G. W. Dunston to E. W. Riley (copy of 
letter courtesy Carey Williams)  he writes “Now if LeRoy was the first inventor the 
Independents would have made good use of him. As it was they used him for a short 
period; he was but a hero for a day” I will not write the derogatory opinions written by 
Mr. Dunston had about Leroy as that is of no importance. The important thing here is that 
they used Mr. Le Roy for some purpose not stated. The Independents must have had 
some reason for this. The reason or reasons I do not know. There must have been some 
very good and overwhelming reasons to include him in this very select group that 
believed that they were collectively responsible for the creation of moving pictures. 
 
What happened to LeRoy’s projector I will quote from the same letter stated above: What 
they state about the Le Roy machine being thrown upon the dump heap is true. After Le 
Roy discovered or claims to have discovered an attempt[ed] theft of his machine it was 
carried to a lawyer’s office for safe keeping. Le Roy never went after it and when the 
lawyer moved, what was supposed to be junk was pitched upon the junk heap.” How Mr. 
Dunston came upon this information is not stated in his letter. The opinions of Mr. 
Dunston should be considered with caution. 
 
Mr. Le Roy’s staunchest supporter seems to be Mr. James R. Cameron as can be attested 
by copies from his book Cameron’s Encyclopedia Sound Motion Pictures included in this 
compilation.    
 
The format of this compilation is to gather all known sources about Jean Acme Le Roy 
and reprint them in this paper so that one interested in this will have an easy access to 
these sources. There were some additional sources on the internet but I was unable to 
access them. 
 
I can make no judgment on Jean Acme Le Roy but I have learned not to so easily write 
off claims to discovery simply because we are missing hard proof. Hard proof is often 
very hard to find in a fast unfolding period of the motion picture machine. 
 
Soterios Gardiakos, December 21, 2006. (Amended July 17, 2008) 
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JEAN ACME Le ROY 
 

Le Roy was born February 5, 1854 near Bedford Kentucky, and at an early age went to 
New York City as an apprentice photographer, it was here that Le Roy gained experience 
for his motion picture experiments, at night in his spare time he ran a stereopticon 
machine about New York and New Jersey. 
 
Le Roy claimed a screen Machine using perforated celluloid film before 1893. 
 
He also built a projector that used glass slides, two hundred of them were enclosed in a 
magazine and the machine included a shutter and intermittent movement and the entire 
showing lasted less then two minutes. 
 
None of Le Roy’s claims to early projection were ever proven, but he did take a big part 
as a witness in 1911 for the independents against the then powerful Motion Picture 
Patents Co. 
 
Le Roy built a projector in 1906 called the “Acmegraph” and another later called the 
“Marvelous”.” 
 
Ray Bryan 
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ENCYCLOPEDIA 
SOUND MOTION PICTURES 

 

Compiled by 
James R. Cameron 

Coral Gables, Florida 1948 
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EAN ACME Le ROY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Le Roy’s First 35 mm movie projector 
Cameron’s Encyclopedia Sound Motion Pictures 

Soterios Gardiakos collection 
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ACME EXCHANGE 
Cinematographic Supplies and Accessories 

133 THIRD AVENUE 
NEW YORK , N.Y. 

 
1908 catalog 
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JEAN ACME Le ROY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No photos of the “Marvelous” projector 
 

Are known 
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MID-WEEK PICTORIAL 
 

November 12, 1925 
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JEAN ACME Le ROY 

 
 

 
Collection Soterios Gardiakos 

JEAN ACME Le ROY 
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TWO Le ROY PHOTOGRAPHS 
IN THE COLLECTION  

Of 
Soterios Gardiakos 
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Typed on reverse 
POWERS MASTER MODEL 

LE ROY SOUND EQUIPMENT CORP. 
ROCHESTER, N.Y. 

 
Soterios Gardiakos collection 
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Typed on reverse 
POWERS MASTER MODEL 

LE ROY SOUND EQUIPMENT CORP. 
ROCHESTER, N.Y. 

 
Soterios Gardiakos collection 
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Le ROY PATENTS 
 

Pat. 420,623 
Pat 641,230 
Pat 864,314 Framing device, March 12, 1906, granted Aug 27, 1907 
Pat 1,027,135 Le Roy projector, March 12, 1908, granted May 21, 1912. 
Pat 1,075.215 Le Roy projector March 12, 1908, granted October 7, 1913. 
Pat 1,102,767 shutter set. device. Jan 16, 1914, granted July 7, 1914 
Pat 1,277,958 film valves February 26, 1917 granted September 3, 1918. 
Pat 1,311,238 film adv, means, July 15, 1918, granted July 29, 1919 
 
G. W. Dunston 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JEAN ACME Le ROY 
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J.A. Le Roy Kinetoscope patent 1,027,135 

JEAN ACME Le ROY 
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J.A. Le Roy Kinetoscope patent 1,027,135 
 

JEAN ACME Le ROY 
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J.A. Le Roy Film Advance patent 1,311,238 
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SMPTE HONOR ROLL 
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ACME CATALOG 
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1908 Le Roy catalog, Gardiakos collection 
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1908 Le Roy catalog, Gardiakos collection 
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1908 Le Roy catalog, Gardiakos collection 
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1908 Le Roy catalog, Gardiakos collection 



 38

 

 
 

 
1908 Le Roy catalog, Gardiakos collection 
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1908 Le Roy catalog, Gardiakos collection 



 40

 
 

 
1908 Le Roy catalog, Gardiakos collection 
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1908 Le Roy catalog, Gardiakos collection 
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1908 Le Roy catalog, Gardiakos collection 
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BOOKS AND MONOGRAMS WRITTEN BY  
SOTERIOS GARDIAKOS 

 
Relating to Movie Machinery 

 
Cinematic Machinery Collection of Soterios Gardiakos, 2002, ISBN 0-9777537-3-5, 
May 28, 2008, 201 pages 
 
A Warwick (Baucus & Maguire Ltd.) spoolbank Projector ca 1897 In the Collection 
of Soterios Gardiakos, 2001, ISBN 0-9777537-0-0, June 1, 2008 48 pages 
 
Spoolbank Projectors, 2001.ISBN 0-9777537-1-9, June 11, 2008, 75 pages 
 
Pre 1900 American Made Movie Projectors. 2002. ISBN 0-9777537-4-3, June 11, 
2008 144 pages 

 
A Compilation of Greek made Movie Projectors and other Cinematic Equipment. 
From information provided to Soterios Gardiakos by Nikos Theodosiou. 2002. 
ISBN 0-9777537-2-7, November 23, 2007, 57 pages 
 
Kinematic Peephole Machines Using a Continuous Strip of Film or Paper, 2002 
ISBN 0-9777537-5-1, June 15, 2008, 73 pages  
 
LeRoy Projectors, An enigmatic pioneer in the quest to project motion pictures on 
the big screen. ISBN 0-9777537-7-8, June 11, 2008, 43 pages 
 
 

 
Monograms on Movie Machinery 

 
A Prototype 35 mm Movie Projector in the Collection of Soterios Gardiakos Made 
by Carl J. Lang (Lang Manufacturing works) of Olean, New York, June 11, 2008, 21 
pages 
 
Optigraph 35 mm projectors, June 26, 20008, 44 pages 

 
Peep Show Phantoscope ca 1904-1905 made by C. Francis Jenkins in the Collection 
of Soterios Gardiakos, June 11, 2008, 16 pages 
 

Works in progress  
 

A Possible Classification of Thomas Edison’s Kinetoscopes, 2002, (Incomplete, work 
in progress) 
 
35mm Movie Projectors, A work in progress with over 1,300 pages so far. (Dec. 2006) 
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Relating to Numismatics 

 
The Coinage of Modern Greece, Crete, the Ionian Islands and Cyprus, Chicago, 
1969, ISBN 0-916710-02-5, 96 pp, + 16 plates, hardbound 
 
The Coins of Cyprus 1489-1571, Chicago, 1975, ISBN 0-916710-19-X, 32 pp, fully 
Illustrated, paper cover 
 
A Catalogue of the Coins of Dalmatia et Albania 1410-1797. Chicago, 1970 
 ISBN 0-916710-67-x, 32 pp, illustrated, maps, tables, paper cover 
 

The Coinages of Alexander the Great, S. Gardiakos Editor. ISBN 0-916710-82-3, 
1,007 pp, +157 plates, hardbound in three volumes 
 

 
Books on Soterios Gardiakos 

 
The Sculptures of Soterios Gardiakos, By Chrissafenia Gardiakos, Aurora, IL 2006 
with updates, ISBN 0-9777537-6-X. featuring 101 sculptures  
 
 
 

 
  Site on Movie Machinery: http://bioscope.biz/ 

             
Site on Sculpture: http://gardiakos.com/ 

 
Email:  sgardiakos (omit) @aol.com 
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