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INTRODUCTION 
 

On February 7, 2008 it arrived. I had been the high bidder on this 
Lang prototype two shutter 35 mm movie projector made by Carl 
C. Lang of Olean, New York. Bob Wilson, the seller, was kind 
enough to include some wooden patterns, two of which are here 
illustrated, and one part of a Lang 35 mm film rewinder. I want to 
thank Bob for his kindness.  
 

I immediately started searching through my library and of course 
the internet to find more information, than had been forwarded to 
me by Bob. It soon became apparent that there was very little on 
Carl C. Lang, and The Lang Manufacturing Works. 
 

I wrote to The Olean Historical Society and to a local historian of 
the same city for their help in obtaining more information that 
might be in their archives. They have not replied although I sent a 
second letter to both. 
 

My other source was the United States Patent office and I am 
including these patents, though I feel there are other patents by 
Carl C. Lang that I was not able to find.  
 

As for the prototype projector itself it has very many similarities to 
the Powers Cameragraph No 5; it differs however in that it has two 
shutters rather than one. To the best of my knowledge there was 
only one other machine with dual shutters and this is the Monarch 
Projector made in Chicago, Illinois. I have been informed by my 
good friend George Kordelakos that the 28 mm Victor Safety 
Cinema also has two shutters which turn co-axially in opposite 
directions but are internal. 
 

The machining is of the highest quality and there is also a certain 
German feel to it.   
 

All the information I could find is included in this little pamphlet 
 

Soterios Gardiakos 
June 7, 2008 



BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION  
 
Carl J. Lang, of Olean, N.Y. is one of the rising Generation of 
Inventors and mechanics who, since the first problems of the 
movie picture’s mechanical side have been solved, has materially 
added to the original creation of the many gentlemen claiming the 
greater credit for the perfection of the mechanism of projection. 
 
The Lang Film Winder and the Lang Reels are used in the leading 
studios, including the Edison and a large number are also used in 
the finishing department of the Eastman Kodak Company. In 
addition no less than 7,500 theatres large and small use both the 
winder and the reel, while over 2,000 have been sent abroad. It is 
claimed that the General Film Company and its competitor the 
Mutual Company, dispose of more Lang Winders and reels than all 
other makes combined. 
 
Mr. Lang is an industrious worker, ingratiating in disposition, and 
his annual visit to the metropolis to attend expositions and 
conventions has helped greatly to increase his influence in the 
industry. 
 
 
 
Robert Grau, THEATRE OF SCIENCE: A VOLUME OF 
PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENT IN THE MOTION 
PICTURE INDUSTRY. Broadway Publishing, New 
York/London/Paris, 1914, Page 331. 



BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
 
 
 

North Olean History – History of Olean Theatres 
 
 

HISTORY OF OLEAN’S 
THEATRE ENTERTAINMENT 

Eileen McCartan Smith 
 
 
 
Mr. C. J. Lang, who came to Olean in 1907, had been in the 
manufacturing business for 20 years and was indirectly interested 
in the motion picture industry in Germany before in 1909, C. J. 
Lang built a moving picture factory on Whitney Ave. It was a 
brick two-story building, 60 by 25 feet. He manufactured moving 
pictures, the Lang flickerless attachments and all of Lang 
inventions with up to date equipment. Then in 1922, the state 
issued a charter to the Lang Manufacturing works to make motion 
picture machines. Mr. Lang had a number of patents on 
improvements to the motion picture machine and patents pending 
on others. His products were in use throughout the United States. 
During World War I, the U.S. government purchased thousand of 
his reels upon which the films were wound and were stored in the 
government vaults in Washington. 
 
 
 
 
http://www.northoleanhistory.com/historyofoleans.html 
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THE PROJECYOR 
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WOODEN PROJECTOR PATTERNS 
 

 
 

Wooden Projector patterns 
 



LANG REWINDER 
 

 
 

Incomplete Lang reel rewinder 

 
 



LANG PATENT 912,137 
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LANG PATENT 1,537,315 
 

 



LANG PATENT 1,726,573 
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LANG FILM REWINDER BROCHURE 
 

 
 

Undated brochure
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ADDENDUM 
 

 
 

Cameragraph Number 5 
In the collection of Soterios Gardiakos 

 
 
 



ADDENDUM 
 

 
 

Monarch projector 
In the collection of Soterios Gardiakos



Books and papers written by Soterios Gardiakos 
Relating to numismatics and movie machinery 

 

Relating to Movie Machinery 
 

Cinematic Machinery Collection of Soterios Gardiakos, 2002, ISBN 0-9777537-3-5 
 

A Warwick (Baucus & Maguire Ltd.) spoolbank Projector ca. 1897 In the Collection of 
Soterios Gardiakos, 2001, ISBN 0-9777537-0-0 
 

Spoolbank Projectors, 2001, ISBN 0-9777537-1-9 
 

Pre 1900 American Made Movie Projectors. 2002. ISBN 0-9777537-4-3 
 

A Compilation of Greek made Movie Projectors and other Cinematic Equipment. From 
information provided to Soterios Gardiakos by Nikos Theodosiou. 2002. 
ISBN 0-9777537-2-7 
 

Kinematic Peephole Machines Using a Continuous Strip of Film or Paper, 2002 
ISBN 0-9777537-5-1  
 

LeRoy Projectors, An enigmatic pioneer in the quest to project motion pictures on the big 
screen, ISBN 0-9777537-7-8 
 

Works in progress  
 

A Possible Classification of Thomas Edison’s Kinetoscopes, 2002, (Incomplete, work in 
progress) 
 

35mm Movie Projectors, A work in progress with over 1,300 pages so far. (Dec. 2006) 
 

Relating to Numismatics 
 

The Coinage of Modern Greece, Crete, the Ionian Islands and Cyprus, Chicago, 1969, 
ISBN 0-916710-02-5 
 

The Coins of Cyprus 1489-1571. Chicago, 1975, ISBN 0-916710-19-X 
 

A Catalogue of the Coins of Dalmatia et Albania 1410-1797. Chicago, 1970  
 ISBN 0-916710-67-x 
 

The Coinages of Alexander the Great, S. Gardiakos Editor. ISBN 0-916710-82-3 
 

Books on Soterios Gardiakos 
 

The Sculptures of Soterios Gardiakos, By Chryssafenia Gardiakos, Aurora, IL 2006 with 
updates, ISBN 0-9777537-6-X 
 

Soterios Gardiakos c/o UNIGRAPHICS INC 
http://bioscope.biz/             http://gardiakos.com/             
64 South Water Street       Aurora, Illinois 60505 


