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INTRODUCTION

When | bought my first projector around 1998 o1 slid not even think that my interest
in movie machinery would reach the point that | \Wdobe doing research and putting
compilations together on projectors that | did @a¢n know existed at the time.

My acquisition of the Edison spoolbank projectorisdenumber 16 (the earliest known
Edison projecting Kinetoscope known to exist) ahé Warwick trading company
Bioscope made by Walter Isaacs for Charles Urbaa ¢hly one known to exist- though
there must be others, somewhere) made me thirshdoe information on these earliest
movie projectors and their history. Being Greekdswascinated by the contribution of
the ancient Greeks to this art. Reputedly the fatnera Obscura was a large room in
ancient Athens where plays were performed in thigalbot Greek sun as described best
by Henry Miller in his book theColossus of Marousiand shown inside the darkened
room through a small hole in the wall. Whether rmsle&vas used to show the play right
side up is not known, though lenses are mentiolyeSdarates. The persistence of vision
was discussed by Ptolemy in his book on opticsyhich he describes a “simple piece of
apparatus in the form of a revolving disc with spoh it wherewith this phenomenon
might be demonstrated,” all the way up to Georgi@liTrajedis inspiring R. W. Paul to
make copies of Edison’s Kinetoscope and from thermake his own camera and the
very first movie projectors in England. | could noat wonder what, if any, movie
projectors were manufactured in modern war torreGee

The first hint came when my dearest friend Georgeagiotidis bought a projector head
in a flea market in Athens and was told that it wasde in Greece. George presented this
gift to me, and | will forever be thankful to hinorf this most prized projector in my
collection.

From here the search begins, but where do you lodkPere do you begin? The
possibilities of finding the origins of my project@nd on finding information on Greek
made projectors, (if in fact such a thing existestyeased greatly when by chance |
found a book by Niko Theodosiou in an Athens bdodqstitledSta palia ta Cinemaand
then and there | knew | must get in touch with thsn who had produced the very best
book | have ever had the pleasure of reading orMiinng picture. | wrote to Mr. Niko
Theodosiou and he immediately replied and soord viaat seemed to me to be a deluge
of information on heretofore unknown area of maw&chinery.

This contribution to movie machinery is entirelyedto the willingness of Mr. Niko

Theodosiou to share with me his knowledge on wiaat lieen a lifetime work for him.
Whatever errors may exist here are entirely myaesibility, and mine alone. | wish to
thank Niko for the information he has sent me armdla like to dedicate this paper to
him, as it is rightfully his. Thank you, Niko.

Soterios Gardiakos
Aurora, lllinois



GREEK 35mm PROJECTORS
Made after World War I

MADE IN ATHENS

ATHENA PROJECTORS were made by John Pissanos and came in two tJyes,
AE and type AZ. It was a high quality projectorpued to be as good as any projector
produced outside of Greece. Many of his projectwesstill in use, which attest to their
quality. Most parts for these projectors were poztlin his own workshop.
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ATHENA 35mm movie projector type AE

Collection Nikos Theodosiou
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ATHENA 35mm movie projector type AZ

Collection Nikos Theodosiou



ATHENA 35mm projector

Collection Soterios Gardiakos



MIKROTECHNIKA PROJECTORS made by Christos Axarlis. These projectors were
reputedly made by agreement with an Italian CompBliayphotos available.

DIMITRIS PAPADIMITRIOU PROJECTORS. Papadimitriou made one working
prototype trying to win an army competition buttltise bid. It is not known if this was a
16mm or a 35mm projector. Papadimitriou was att fesployed by Axarlis before
opening his own workshop. Papadimitriou in his vetidp made many unigue and
original constructions that were requested for fllevelopment and Greek Film studios
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SERGIOS PANAGIOTIS PROJECTORS. Sergios Panagiotis made projectors to
order. There are three in the collection of Lef@kiavos, one is a standard movie house
projector and the other two are portable. Posslidyanonymous Greek projector in my
collection was made by him. Mr. Theodosiou showkdt@s of my (Soterios Gardiakos)
projector to Villi (projectionist since 1957) and Bobby Stavropoulos) machinist and
maker of projectors since 1958) and could not ifiembhy projector with any projector
they had seen. Villi, who knew Sergio, was categorihat it is not his work. And, as it
does not appear to have a means for sound | haveotarily and arbitarily placed my
projector as a pre-war projector probably manufaciun Greece.



Sergio Panayiotis 35mm projector

Collection Lefteri Sklavou
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35mm movie projector
Made by Sergios Panayiotis

Collection Lefteris Sklavos.
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35mm movie projector
Made by Sergios Panayiotis

Collection Lefteris Sklavos
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35mm movie projector
Made by Sergios Panayiotis
Projectionist Wilhem (vili) Souvenel in photo

Collection Lefteris Sklavos
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35mm movie projector
Made by Sergios Panayiotis

Collection Lefteris Sklavos
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35mm movie projector
Made by Sergios Panayiotides

Collection Lefteris Sklavos
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35mm movie projector
Made by Sergios Panayiotis
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35mm movie projector
Made by Sergios Panayiotis
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35mm movie projector
Made by Sergios Panayiotis
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MADE IN THESSALONIKI
SALONIKA made by Kosmas Dosigenis. He made two models, one fstandard

movie house and a portable model
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DIMITRIADIS PROJECTORS. Dimitriadis made excellent projectors with somdl sti
in use.

SALONIKA 35mm movie projector
Made by Kosma Dosigeni

Source: Nikos TheodosioBta Palia ta Cinemaithens 2000, p.117.
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PORTABLE PROJECTORS

OLYMPIA PROJECTORS. Were made by Pericles Kaloumenos and Bobby
Stavropoulos. Production started in 1958 by impgyforeign made projector heads and
fabricating everything else locally including tlaarip housing and soundhead. They used
primarily Cinemechanica heads due to their proxini Italy, resulting in lower
shipping costs. They made full size projectors Whiore their ATHENA logo. The
portables carried no logo or other markings. In A 3ericles Kaloumenos left the
workshop, which is still operating, for repairs endthe ownership of Bobby
Stavropoulos.

Portable projectors must have been in great denaantbreign projector heads were
imported and light housings, bases, etc were alllp fabricated and assembled. The
most common foreign heads were Cinemanica, FerRPneyost and Ernemann.
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Greek constructed 35mm portable projector
Using a Cinemechanica head

Source Nikos TheodosioBta Palia ta Cinemaithens 2000, p. 116.
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Greek constructed 35mm portable projector
Using an Ernemann head

Source Nikos TheodosioBta Palia ta CinemaAthens 2000, p. 116.
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Greek Constructed portable 35mm projector
Using a Fedi head

Collection Wilhelm (Vili) souvenel.
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SOUNDHEADS

Soundheads were manufactured in Greece as ed§38s The first to make soundheads
in Greece was Joseph Hep. Soundheads were ad dédieietonein Greece.

JOSEPH HEP SOUNDHEADS

MAVRIKIOS NOVAK SOUNDHEADS

HALKIA BROTHERS SOUNDHEADS

A. DOUROS & E. ZERVOPOULOS SOUNDHEADS

CINE RADIO SOUNDHEADS. Owned by Emilio Rantzo started making soundheads
in 1930.
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Halkia's Brothers soundhead
Collection Nikos Theodosiou.
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TITLERS

Titlers were used to project a translation on tleeesn when ‘talkies’ were first
introduced to Greece. The titler was hand crankelgpendently of the projector and
took a lot of talent to keep everything synchrodiz&itlers were used as late as the
1950’s. Two types were made, those that used ¢ fitom the projector lamp house
and those that had their own light source.

& ! 50.%
! * « * »
n ) n
& % ( " ) !
! " 35 2 !
& 2 !
% ) 1976-77 .-
I + * ' 1 .

24



TITLER

Collection Lefteri Sklavou.
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TITLER

Collection Lefteri Sklavou
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TITLERS

Greek Manufactured Titlers

Collection Lefteri Sklavou
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TITLER

Collection Lefteri Sklavou
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Titler

Source Nikos Theodosio&ta palia ta Cinemaithens 2000, p. 83.
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AMPLIFIERS
CINE RADIO amplifiers were made by Emilio Rantzios prior to NdoNar 1.

DUBLEX amplifiers were made by Doublidid post world WhrHis workshop was
located in Nea Philadelphia. His soundheads wetieadjor Movietone.

MICHALOUDIS amplifiers were made at his workshop of Periclesolmenou and
Bibby Stavropoulou.

Kostas Michaloudis (left) with his amplifier at tlerkshop of Pericles Kaloumenou.

RHEOSTATS
Rheostats were made by Michael Tzavaras, Nickdkeslos and the workshop of
Dragonas which was founded in 1922 and in a 19@6oadted of over 800 made.
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Fasma Scope

Collection Lefteris Sklavou
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A GREEK SILENT PROJECTOR
MADE BEFORE WORLD WAR I1?

Late in 2001 my good friend George Panagiotidisitbthe below illustrated anonymous
projector in an Athens flea market and was told thavas a Greek made projector.
George knowing of my collection of projectors vésindly gave it to me as a gift, and
when | went back in January of 2002 photographaad bought it back to Aurora with
me. | then sent photographs of it to a number ojgmtor collectors and historians. | want
to thank all those collectors and historians whoktthe time to study my photographs
and offer their opinions and observations whichehbgen of great value to me in looking
at my projector in ways | had not thought of. Ie #nd no one could identify its origin.

At this point my gut feeling is that this was prbbaone of a kind silent projector head
made in Greece during the silent era, probablyreet®30. | understand this is a giant
leap of faith, I also understand the collector ratytof thinking that a particular item in
“my” collection is something more than it is. | lomy friends will understand that at
this point of time, with the information | have,ghs the best | can do, though I fully
understand that | am standing on quicksand. To rmagtse who may be reading this and
can help me either identify this projector or sypple with additional information on it, |
would appreciate their help.

This Hypothesis is strictly mine (Soterios Gardigkand in no way should Mr. Nikos

Theodosiou, who has supplied all the other inforomethat has made this paper possible,
be held responsible for it.
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Anonymous 35mm Movie Projector

Collection Soterios Gardiakos
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Anonymous 35mm movie projector

Collection Soterios Gardiakos
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Anonymous 35mm movie projector

Collection Soterios Gardiakos
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Anonymous 35mm movie projector

Collection Soterios Gardiakos
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George Katsikas
IN THE PROJECTOR’S BOOTH

IN KALAMATA
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Relating to Movie Machinery

Cinematic Machinery Collection of Soterios Gardiaks, 2002, ISBN 0-9777537-3-5,
May 28, 2008, 201 pages

A Warwick (Baucus & Maguire Ltd.) spoolbank Projector ca 1897 In the Collection
of Soterios Gardiakos 2001, ISBN 0-9777537-0-0, June 1, 2008 48 pages

Spoolbank Projectors 2001.ISBN 0-9777537-1-9, June 11, 2008, 75 pages

Pre 1900 American Made Movie Projectors 2002. ISBN 0-9777537-4-3, June 11,
2008 144 pages

A Compilation of Greek made Movie Projectors and dber Cinematic Equipment
From information provided to Soterios Gardiakod\ikos Theodosiou. 2002.
ISBN 0-9777537-2-7, November 23, 2007, 57 pages

Kinematic Peephole Machines Using a Continuous Sgriof Film or Paper, 2002
ISBN 0-9777537-5-1, June 15, 2008, 73 pages

LeRoy Projectors, An enigmatic pioneer in the questo project motion pictures on
the big screenISBN 0-9777537-7-8, June 11, 2008, 43 pages

Monograms on Movie Machinery
A Prototype 35 mm Movie Projector in the Collectionof Soterios Gardiakos Made
by Carl J. Lang (Lang Manufacturing works) of Olean, New York, éutl, 2008, 21
pages

Optigraph 35 mm projectors, June 26, 20008, 44 pages

Peep Show Phantoscope ca 1904-1905 made by C. Fradenkins in the Collection
of Soterios Gardiakos June 11, 2008, 16 pages

Works in progress

A Possible Classification of Thomas Edison’s Kinetzopes2002, (Incomplete, work
in progress)

35mm Movie Projectors A work in progress with over 1,300 pages so(faec. 2006)
Relating to Numismatics
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The Coinage of Modern Greece, Crete, the lonian lahds and Cyprus Chicago,
1969, ISBN 0-916710-02-5, 96 pp, + 16 plates, haudh

The Coins of Cyprus 1489-1571Chicago, 1975, ISBN 0-916710-19-X, 32 pp, fully
lllustrated, paper cover

A Catalogue of the Coins of Dalmatia et Albania 143-1797 Chicago, 1970
ISBN 0-916710-67-%, 32 pp, illustrated, maps, @abpaper cover

The Coinages of Alexander the GreatS. Gardiakos Editor. ISBN 0-916710-82-3,
1,007 pp, +157 plates, hardbound in three volumes

Books on Soterios Gardiakos

The Sculptures of Soterios GardiakosBy Chrissafenia Gardiakos, Aurora, IL 2006
with updates, ISBN 0-9777537-6-X. featuring 101lseues

Site on Movie Machinery: http://bioscope.biz/
Site on Sculpture:http://gardiakos.com/

Email: sgardiakos (omit) @aol.com

UNIGRAPHICS INC.
64 South Water Street
Aurora, Illinois 60505
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